March 2026

MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk166004466][bookmark: _Hlk210154454] Minutes of Uttoxeter and District Branch Meeting held on Wednesday 11th March 2026 at the Plough Uttoxeter

Attendees
 (Chair), Philip Atkins, Alan Whitworth, Andy Radley(took minutes), Phil Woolley, Luke Bullock, Mark Bellenie, Mark Broom, Andy Ockleton, Bob Beaumont, Carole Scorer, Peter Groom, Rach Makinson and Mark Story (Secretary), Graham Burke, Luke Bullock, Pat Broom and Andy Radley


Apologies
Simon Ardron 
Minutes of Previous Meeting held on Wednesday 11th February 2026 at Night Inn Uttoxeter
Says Chair was not present but was

Actions 
	Who
	What
	Where
	When
	Action Notes

	Andy O.
	To become both Pubs Liaison and GBG rep.
	
	ASAP
	Done

	Simon
	To arrange for Andy to be given access to Pubzilla
	
	
	Done

	All
	To decide on Spring POTS winner
	The Plough
	11 March
	Tavern or Vernon Arms

	Meeting
	Tasting Session setup 
	Night Inn
	TBC
	Select an April Date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



1. Uttoxeter. Chair’s report- not present
· Sorry, I cant Make the meeting.
Since the last meeting I have awarded a number of Certificates in tasting competence for those I have taste trained.
Was a judge in the Champion Beer of Britain in Liverpool.  Glad to say I had picked the wiunner but it was very close.  Other judges included a beer writer,  Chair of a hops company A trainer for cask mark and a brewer.
Have helped at the beer judging training in Nottingham and also judged the welsh Champion bottle beer of Britain on the 7th.
I have written to our MP again but again I have had no reply 
And again for the planning.  I would urge you to write,  I assume they are read but I’m not sure.
2. District/CAMRA News 
· The winner of Champion Winter Beer of Britain 2026 was announced at Liverpool Beer Festival. The overall winner was Beer Street, a rye bitter from London Brewing. Second place was last year's winner Black Gold, a session stout from Cairngorm, and bronze went to Green Jack brewery with their Baltic Trader Export Stout.
· Government is proposing to change national planning rules in England, so a pub is only protected from conversion or demolition if it is the last one in an area instead of the restrictions applying to all locals.
If the plans succeed it will make it easier for greedy developers to convert pubs into houses, shops or takeaways and to demolish them entirely.
Email your MP today, with our e-lobby tool, asking them to halt government plans to water down vital planning protections for pubs in England.
· This year, our Conference is hybrid, so you can register to attend Members' Weekend in person at St Albans or sign up to watch along and vote online through our livestream from the comfort of your own home.
3. Treasurers Report –
Rachael
· £7.00?

4. Beer Festival  (Summer New Orleans )
· Committee to be created in New Year. GS to report back with the CAMRA emphasis on Real Ale/Guest Ales for the weekend. No update
· Jacky Allen jacky.allen@outlook.com
Would you be able to promote our beer festival to your members please. The event runs from Thursday, March 19th to Saturday. March 21st at Burton Town Hall. More details are available on the attached poster and our website  https://burtoncamra.wordpress.com/beer-festival/

5. Membership  
PAT
6. Pubs / Liaison News
· Andy Is doing Data Entry.

I will sort out the sheets to do the updates   Needs me to do some work  as my original Spredsheet no longer works
· Butchers Arms Bramshall to reopen in next 2 to 3 weeks.  Former landlady at the Shant Sarah is taking it on
7. Pub of the Season Year / Club of the Year -   Good Beer Guide
· The deadlines and procedures for this year are as follows.
· Please send the names of your winning pubs and clubs to coty-poty@westmidlands.camra.org.uk by Sunday 15 March 2025 along with the name and contact details of a judge for the county round of each competition.
· As previously, if a branch does not provide a judge their pub or club will not be judged in the county round.
· Branches covering more than one county can submit a pub and club for each county they cover.
· Exception - as part of the compromise whereby some branches were allowed to retain parts of counties outside our region, please only submit one pub and club and these will be judged as part of the county round for your main county. You are of course welcome to present branch awards in each county you cover.
· Please also send a photo for each of your entries - these are for use for publicity if the pub or club progresses in the competition.
· The deadlines for the subsequent rounds are County 31/05/26 and Regional 31/07/26.
· The national guidelines for PotY are at Pub of the Year - CAMRA - Campaign for Real Ale and CotY at Club of the Year - CAMRA - Campaign for Real Ale
· Please note the Cider PotY competition runs to a different (and much tighter) timescale after the branch round. Andy Parkin the Regional Cider co-ordinator will be in touch regarding this. Please contact him at cider@westmidlandscamra.org.uk with any queries.
· Please contact me with any queries, problems or anything I've forgotten (and bear with me as this is my first time).
· I look forward to receiving your submissions, and wish all our fantastic pubs and clubs well!
· A personal plea - if your branch hasn't submitted a club for judging before, please consider doing this. They don't have to have a massive or exotic range of ales, just to serve a consistently good pint, overall be nice places to go, and (importantly) to welcome CAMRA members.
· Spring POTS nominations:
· The Tavern at Denstone
· Vernon Arms, Sudbury
· The Hart is ineligible due to the 12 month rule, for a landlord to be in situ. 
· POTY judging and awards – this year we are cooperating with Ashbourne Branch (AO & GB). Ashbourne visits completed.

· The following pubs will be visited 
· White Hart, Alton
· Red Lion, Checkley
· Cavendish, Doveridge
· Night Inn, Uttoxeter
· Old Swan, Uttoxter
· The Plough, Uttoxeter
· Horse & Dove, Uttoxeter
· The Vaults, Uttoxeter
· Cider POTY  Any Nomionations? ? 
8. Tasting Panel
Please can we agree a date in April in which we can dop a tasting session at the Night inn.
9. Proposed Meeting Venues for the year  Google Calendar
	Year
	Month
	Date
	Start
	Venue 

	2026
	1
	Wed - 14 -Jan
	8pm
	PW to confirm (Time or Horse and Dove)

	2026
	2
	Wed - 11 -Feb
	8pm
	Night Inn, Uttoxeter

	2026
	3
	Wed - 11 -Mar
	8pm
	The Plough, Uttoxeter

	2026
	4
	Wed - 08 -Apr
	8.00pm
	Tavern, Denstone   (TBC)

	2026
	5
	Wed - 13 -May
	7.30pm
	AGM at the Vaults, Uttoxeter

	2026
	6
	Wed - 10 -Jun
	8pm
	

	2026
	7
	Wed - 08 -Jul
	8pm
	

	2026
	8
	Wed - 12 -Aug
	8pm
	

	2026
	9
	Wed - 09 -Sep
	8pm
	

	2026
	10
	Wed - 14 -Oct
	8pm
	

	2026
	11
	Wed - 11 -Nov
	8pm
	

	2026
	12
	Wed - 09 -Dec
	8pm
	

		10. Upcoming Social Events




	Date
	Location
	Travel 
	Org
	Note

	19/21st March

	Burton
	Bus/Train
	
	Town Hall


11. Beer Festivals
12. AOB

Meeting closed at 8.40pm
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